
   

Press Release 
 

 
 

 

 

  Page 1 of 3 

TRUMPF senior figure and partner Berthold 

Leibinger passed away 

The former CEO and Chairman of the Supervisory Board of TRUMPF GmbH 
+ Co. KG dedicated his whole life to his work as an entrepreneur and patron 
of the arts.  
 
Ditzingen, October 17, 2018 – Professor Berthold Leibinger passed away in 

Stuttgart on October 16, 2018 following a long illness. He would have been 88 on 

November 26 this year.  

After studying engineering in Stuttgart and spending two years in the US, 

Berthold Leibinger joined TRUMPF in 1961 when the company was still a 

fledgling machine maker. For his numerous inventions, which he made in the 

interests of the company, he received company shares. Against this background, 

he became a partner in 1966 at the same time as his function as managing 

director. 

Under his stewardship, TRUMPF evolved into one of the world's leading machine 

manufacturers. Leibinger understood the potential of light as a tool more than any 

of his peers, and he is now regarded as one of the pioneers in the industrial 

application of lasers. In 2005, with three children and ten grandchildren, he 

handed over the reins of the company to his eldest daughter, Dr. Nicola 

Leibinger-Kammüller. His son, Dr. Peter Leibinger, is Vice Chairman of the 

Managing Board. His daughter, Professor Regine Leibinger, works as an 

architect in Berlin. 

In addition to his work at TRUMPF, Berthold Leibinger held numerous other 

official positions in the German business community. These included his 

membership of the supervisory boards of Deutsche Bank AG and BMW AG as 

well as his appointment as Chairman of the Supervisory Board of BASF SE. He 

was President of the Chamber of Industry and Commerce of the Stuttgart Region 

and, from 1990 to 1992, President of the German Mechanical Engineering 

Industry Association (VDMA). Leibinger was also actively involved in supporting 

cultural and social initiatives, for instance in his roles as Chairman of the Friends 

of the German Literature Archive Marbach and Chairman of the International 
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Bach Academy. He was a member of the Christian Democratic Union of 

Germany (CDU). 

In 1992, Leibinger established the Berthold Leibinger Stiftung, a not-for-profit 

foundation that dedicates its proceeds to cultural, scientific, religious and 

charitable purposes. In 2000, the foundation established the internationally 

renowned Berthold Leibinger Innovation Prize, which is awarded once every two 

years. It also presents its Comic Book Award on an annual basis. 

“Berthold Leibinger was a visionary engineer and entrepreneur. Everything he did 

was ultimately directed toward people’s welfare and the common good. He was 

an outstanding example to us all,” said Dr. Jürgen Hambrecht, Chairman of the 

Supervisory Board of the TRUMPF Group. 

The funeral service will be a private ceremony for close family only.  

We will announce the date of the public memorial service as soon as possible. 

 

 

 

 

Berthold Leibinger in 2010 

Digital photos in print-ready resolution are available to illustrate this press release. They 
may be used only for editorial purposes. Use is free of charge when credit is given as 
“Photo: TRUMPF”. Graphic editing – except for dropping out the main motive – is 
prohibited. Additional photos are available on the company’s website: 
www.trumpf.com/en_INT/company/press/media-service/ 
 
 

About TRUMPF 

The high-technology company TRUMPF offers production solutions in the machine tool 

and laser sectors. It is driving digital connectivity in manufacturing industry through 

consulting, platform and software offers.TRUMPF is the world technological and market 

leader for machine tools used in flexible sheet metal processing, and also for industrial 

lasers. 

In 2017/18, the TRUMPF Group – which has about 13,400 employees – achieved sales  

of 3.6 billion euros. With over 70 subsidiaries, it is represented in nearly all the countries 

of Europe, North and South America, and Asia. It has production facilities in Germany, 

http://www.trumpf.com/s/mediaservice
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France, Great Britain, Italy, Austria, Switzerland, Poland, the Czech Republic, the USA, 

Mexico, China and Japan. 

 

For more information about TRUMPF go to www.trumpf.com 

 

Press contact: 

Dr. Andreas Möller 
Head of Corporate Communications and Policy 
Mobile: +49 160 94781074 
Phone: +49 7156 303-36824 
andreas.moeller@trumpf.com 
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